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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Tux impreſſion made by Pulpit” Diſ- 
courſes, is often more owing to the circums 
ſtances under which they are delivered, 
than to the excellencies of compoſition, qt 
even to the juſtneſs and importance of the 
ſentiments they conveyed. To this, the 
Author conceives, muſt be imputed the 
acceptance with which the following Diſ- 
courſes were favoured, and the earneſt and 
repeated defire of their publication, | 

The firſt obvioully applied to the changes 
which are taking place in the world; and 
which do, and will, draw after them a 
change i in the ſituation, views, and connex- 
ions, of many individuals. 

The ſecond was delivered before the great 
and excellent Dr. Prieſtley, on the day pre- 
ceding his leaving thecapital of this kingdom 
to go a voluntary exile into America. It could 
not be foreſeen that it would be preached in 


* 


9 : connexion 


En ). 
connexion with ſo ſingular an event; yet 
this circumſtance was evidently felt by the 


audience, as it was by the Preacher. But, 


when'it was prepared for the Pulpit, ſome 
months fince, the Author had in his eve, 
belides ſimilar inſtances, the treatment which 
this much injured name had received, and 


which has at laſt induced him to leave his. 


| native country. 

"With ſentiments of great felpect are 
theſe Sermons inſcribed to the Gentlemen 
Who requeſted their appearance from the 
preſs; to the Society in Effex-ſtreet, to 
whom they were preached ; and to its late 


and preſent worthy Paſtor. The Author 8 


embraces, with pleaſure, this opportunity 
of ſaying, that he reflects on it as among 

the moſt happy and honourable circum- 

ſtances of his exiſtence, that he enjoys the 

regard and friendſhip of a an Dis- 
NEY, and PRIESTLEY, | | 


SERMON 


SERMON I. 


MAr ACHT iii. 6. 


For I am the Lokb, I change not, 


Tue words of our text declare a great and 
ſolemn truth. The connexion in which 
they ſtand, points out the importance and 
uſefulneſs of this truth. They form part 


of a prophecy, in which is predicted the 


coming of the Meſſiah, and of his forerun- 
ner, v. 1-5. And the diſtinction which, 
on the accompliſhment of this event, would 
take place between the righteous and the 
wicked, is alſo foretold. Judgment would 
be executed on thoſe who were guilty of 


profaneneſs, licentiouſneſs, and oppreſſion, 


and feared not God: and it is promiſed, 


that the offering of Judah and Jeruſalem - 


* ſhould be pleaſant,” or acceptable, unto 
the Lord, as in former times.“ To con- 
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firm the faith of the Iſraelites in theſe pro- 
phetic views, it is added, I am the Lord, 


I] change not.“ 
This is a ſolid ground of confidence, that 


the promiſe of God will be performed, and 


his word verified. Becauſe He is not ex- 
poſed to any influence which can alter his 
mind, or divert him from the execution of 
his purpoſe. Nor can any thing offer to 
weaken his power; nor can any communi- 
cations exhauſt his fulneſs. 

This is a ſentiment which, under the 


fluctuation of human affairs, and the frailty 


of our being, giveth a ſupport to our faith, 


and an elevation to our minds. Whatever 


changes take place in ourſelves, in our con- 


nexions, or in the world around us, the 


Being who made and governs us and the 
univerſe, is ever the ſame. I am the 
* LoRD, I change not.” 

On pronouncing theſe words, I am na- 


turally led to diſcourſe of, and you to me- 
ditate on, the immutability, or the un- 
changeableneſs of God. I would 


J. Open and prove to you this truth; 
that God is unchangeable. And 
II. Aſſiſt 
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II. Aſſiſt your devout improvement of 
it, by drawing from it ſome ſuitable re- 
flections. ale 

I. I am to open and prove the. truth de- 
clared in the text: J am the Lord, I 
change not.“ Few and ſimple as are 
theſe words, there is a force and ſublimity 
in them, that ſtrongly affe& the mind with 
the great idea they kontain. They inti- 
mate that the name which God bears, em- 
phatically expreſſeth it : I am the Logp:” 
it follows, ** 1 change not.“ The ſtyle 
uſed concerning the Almighty, in other 
places, is ſuch as conveyeth the ſame ſen- 
timent: as when God himſelf declared to 
Moſes, <* I am that I am;“ and adds, thus 
e ſhalt thou ſay unto the children of Iſrael, 
* AM hath ſent me unto you.“ In the 
New. Teſtament ſimilar language ſets it 
forth: Grace be, unto you, and peace 
« from Him who rs, and who was, and who 
&* 75 to come; i. e. There is no period of 
time, but Ze is; the ſame under paſt ages 
as he is at preſent : and what he is at pre- 
ſent, he will be in future, how remote 
ſoever. 
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Whoever reflects on what he means by 
the word, Gob, will perceive that it in- 
cludes in it, the notion of a permanent du- 


ration and excellence, liable to no change 


or decay. This term, God, ſignifieth the 
Firſt Cauſe and Maker of all things; who 
derived his being from none; from hom 
they all received their exiſtence, and all 
their powers; before whom there was no 
other, and above whom there is no other. 
What then can affect the exiſtence, can 
change the nature, or alter the deſigns, of 


this ſupreme, original, and independent 
Being? That which dependeth upon 


nothing, can be acted upon by nothing 
can be changed by nothing can be influ- 


enced by no power can be impaired by 


no time - can be varied by no accident“. 
Nothing from without can affect him; the 
very perfection of his nature forbids all 
change from within. 

Change 1s the conſequence of weakneſs 
and frailty; of ſomething wrong, or of 
ſomething defective; or ſome ſeeds of cor- 
ruption or diſſolution. From every thing 


Dr. Clarke's Sermons, vol. i. p. 144. $yo. 
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& 

of this kind the infinite mind 1s entirely 
free. The excellence of his nature admits 
no improvement. Unerring wiſdom and 
infinite power cannot alter for the worſe. 
To ſuppoſe any change in him is, in a 
word, to ſuppoſe that the creature can con- 
troul the Creator, or that perfection can 
become imperfection; nay, that the higheſt 
excellence of nature can ſuffer the greateſt 
degradation. For the greater the divine 
perfections are, the greater imperfection 
would mutability be“. 

Were it neceſſary, on this ſubject, to 
appeal from theſe clear reaſonings to the 
opinion and teſtimony of thinking men, in 
the heathen world, we might refer to a 
Roman philoſopher, who ſpeaking of the 
immutability of the divine counſels, faith, 
* The gods make unchangeable decrees, 
and never repent them of their firit coun- 
ſels .“ We might quote to you one of 
the Grecian ſages, determining, when he 
lays down the fundamental laws and con- 
ſtitutions of Religion, Firſt, That God is 
the cauſe of all good, and in no wiſe of any 


evil. Secondly, That God doth not de— 
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ceive us, by making various repreſentations 
of himſelf to us; ſometimes in one form, 
ſometimes in another; for he is always the 
ſame, and cannot paſs out of his own idea, 
or be any other than what he is *.“ 

But if we mention authority, independ- 
ently of the plain concluſions of our own 
minds, as a ground for entertaining theſe 
ſentiments of God's unchangeableneſs, we 
have a ſuperior authority ; and our concep- 
tions of God are, in this inſtance, as well as 
in every other, aſſiſted and ennobled by the 
language of ſcripture. There the title of 
the living God is frequently aſcribed to him; 


and he ſwears by this, as denoting not 


only eternity but unchangeableneſs ; ** As 


I live, faith the Lord.” Though the lan- 
guage on this head be eaſy and popular, it 
is ſtrong and ſublime : when the Almighty 
is ſtiled, the King immortal, who only 
©* hath immortality, 1. e. who only hath 
it immutably and independently; “the in- 
corruptible God, and from everlaſting to 
d eyerlaſting God.“ The divine unchange- 
ableneſs is finely contraſted with the frailty 
and change to which all other things are 


Plato. 
ſubject, 
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ſubject, even the frame of the heavens 


above, and the foundations of the earth be- 
neath, © They ſhall periſh, yea all of 
e them ſhall wax old like a garment; as a 
e yeſture ſhalt thou change them, and they 
& ſhall be changed: but Thou art the 
fame ;“ the ſame through all generations, 
and beyond all generations ſtill unchange- 
ably the ſame. 

This general truth is peculigrly delight- 
ful, when it branches out into the particu- 
lars which are involved in it. There is not 
an excellence of the divine nature to which 
it doth not apply; there is not a manifeſta- 
tion of his providence or government over 
the children of men, to which it doth not 
alſo apply. 

If we contemplate his righteouſneſs, it 
is like the great mountains,” ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable: if his truth, it endureth 
«« fot ever:“ if his wiſdom, „the counſel 
* of the Lord ſtandeth for ever, and the 
« thoughts of hi; heart to all generations : 
if his power, ** the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
*« laſting ſtrength :”* if his goodneſs, ** it 
* endureth continually.” He is the Fa- 
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« ther of light, from whom every good and 
perfect gift cometh down; with whom 


is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turn- 


ing.“ | 

The acts which flow from theſe perfec- 
tions, poſſeſs the ſame permanent nature, 
and diſplay the ſame unchangeable glory. 
As to the laws he has given, ** his com- 


+ mandments are ſure, they ſtand faſt for 


3 


* ever and ever;“ and his goſpel is “the 
„ ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.” 
As to his purpoſes, he hath declared, My 
„ counſel ſhall ſtand, I will do all my 
„ pleaſure.” As to his gracious promiſes, 
he hath proclaimed, ** the gifts and calling 
« of God are without repentance;” and his 
promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus. “ are yea and 
amen,“ ſure and irrevocable. In the em- 
phatical language of the Pſalmiſt, He 
& will not ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail; his 
„ covenant he will not break, nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of his lips.” And 
as to his threatenings, they are not the de- 
nunciations of malevolence, or raſh anger, 
but are founded in wiſdom and righteouſ- 
neſs; the ſanctious of his righteous laws, 


and 


„ 


and the expreſſions of his irreconcileable 
hatred to fin. In every reſpect, He is the 
+ Logd, and changeth not.“ 

To all theſe reafonings, to all theſe re- 
preſentations of the immutability of God, it 
may be ſaid, That the ſcriptures, even thoſe 
ſcriptures, from whence we draw theſe 
views of his unchangeableneſs, deſcribe 
bim, as repenting and changing his pur- 
poſe. Thus it is ſaid, that when the wick- . 
edneſs of men was great in the earth, it re- 
pented the Lord, that he made man on 
the earth, and it grieved him at the heart; 
that the Lord repented that he made 
„ Saul king over Iſrael;“ and that, on the 
reformation of the Ninevites, God re- 
ee pented of the evil that he ſaid he would 
fo unto them, and did it not.“ 

The anſwer to this objection is, that theſe 
expreſſions are not to be underſtood accord- 
ing to the letter. It is language uſed in 
condeſcenſion to the weakneſs of our ap- 
prehenſions, and to aſſiſt our conceptions of 
the adminiſtration of Providence : which, 
though directed by one iuvariable principle 
of wiſdom and righteouſneſs, adapts itſelf 


to 


69 
to the circumſtances of time, and the con- 
duct of men; ſo that its meaſures appa- 
rently change, as if they flowed from hope, 
or grief, or reſentment; as if they were 
dictated by human paſſions. Theſe ex- 
preſſions ** ſignify not a change in God 
„ himſelf, but only a difference of the event 
* with regard to us.” To uſe the rea- 
ſoning of a great man, God's affection 
„ towards good or evil, towards virtue or 
« vice, is therefore uniform and unchange- 
„ able; becauſe his promiſes and threaten- 
e ings invariably follow thoſe diſpoſitions 
„ through all the changes of men's per- 
& ſonal behaviour. Thus good parents and 
& princes encourage or diſcourage their re- 
e fſpective children or ſubjects, according as 
& they change their behaviour for the bet- 
© ter or worſe“.“ So that this language 
imports nothing inconſiſtent with the im- 
mutability of the divine nature; nothing 
that detracts from the perfection of his na- 
ture, or the permanence of his counſels and 


will. He is ever the ſame. 


Clarke's Sermons, vol. i. p. 162. 


This 


„ 

This view of the unchangeableneſs of 
God giveth us all high and glorious thoughts 
of God, inſpireth the good with confidence, 
addreſſeth the wicked with awful conſider- 
ations, and furniſheth us with ſuitable ſenti- 
ments to carry with us through all the re- 
volutions of time and changes of nature. 
Theſe are the uſes to which I would 

II. Apply this ſubject; and by theſe re- 
flections, aſſiſt you in the improvement of it. 

1. This ſubject leads us to entertain high 
and glorious thoughts of God. It ſheweth 
the fulneſs of perfection there is in Him. 


It diſplayeth the ſuperiority of the great 


Creator to the moſt excellent and durable 
effects of his power. The time was, when 
they were not ; and, through every period 
of their exiſtence, - they undergo various 
changes, and are ſubject to continual fluc- 
tuations, till the time will come, that they 
ſhall be no more. 

In this lower world, man, in the extent 
and compaſs of his powers, in the influence 
of his counſels and ſchemes, and in the qw- 
ration of his being, riſeth vaſtly above all 
the creatures below him, and all the parts 
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of nature, with which he is ſurrounded : 


but all fleſh is as graſs, and all the glory 


of man as the flower of the graſs.” He 


abideth not long in one ſtate, or in one pur- 
poſe ; his works of art and genius perith ; 
his greatneſs is unſtable; his honours are 
fading; his name becomes extinct; em- 
pires fall to decay, and monarchies fink into 
ruin; princes die; Kings are dethroned. 
The moſt ſtable parts of inanimate na- 
ture, the firmneſs of which promiſeth an 


- everlaſting duration, are not exempt from 


change. The hills depart, and the moun- 
tains are removed ; the earth itſelf, fitted, 
adorned, and enriched as it is by the power, 
{kill, and bounty of a divine Architect, is 
but a temporary edifice.” All that it con- 
tains, wears, decays, and will periſh ; and 
the whole of this wonderful fabric ſhall be 
conſumed in the univerſal conflagration. 

If from this earth you raiſe your eyes to 
the heavens, the moſt glorious bodies that 
roll above you are ever changing their ap- 
pearances. Their light frequently ſuffers 
an eclipſe. Their ſplendour is often ob- 
ſcured in darkneſs; and their ſituation, with 

reſpec 
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reſpect to our world, undergoes various al- 
terations. The ſun itſelf is the greateſt, 
the moſt regular, the moſt ſtable and con- 
ſtant diſpenſer of light and heat and fruit- 
ful influences upon the whole face of this 
inferior world; yet is his influence varied by 
different motions, by days and nights, by 
winter and ſummer, by clouds and ſhadows, 
and by alterations within its own body “.' 
Nay, the ſun itſelf, and all that is bright 
and glorious in the upper regions ſhall 
change and periſh: the ſtars ſhall fall from 
their high ſpheres ; the heavens ſhall be diſ- 
ſolved, and the elements ſhall melt with 
fervent heat. 

Amidſt this conſtant fluctuation, amidſt 
this univerſal ruin, Gop remaineth the ſame; 
He changeth not. He is always equally 
perfect, equally righteous, equally happy 
and glorious without variation, or ſhadow 
of turning, from age to age. Oh ! ſupreme 
Majeſty, how immenle is thy ſuperiority to 
all nature and all beings ! Whatever is moſt 
permanent, compared with the incorrupti- 


* Dr. Clarke, 
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( 14 ) 
ble, unchangeable, eternal Sovereign of 
heaven and earth, is but weakneſs and va- 
nity. - It 1s, O God, an elevating and noble 
thought, that thou art always the fame. 
This contemplation heightens our ideas of 
thee, and impreſſeth our hearts with ſenti- 
ments of admiration and wonder! Happy 
are they, who are partakers in the favour 
of this unchangeable ſource of excellence 
and felicity. For this ſubject, 
A2 ddly, Inſpireth the good with joyful e con- 
fidence. The Being who is the object of 
their love and truſt, is the rock of ages. 
You may confide in Him without ſuſpi- 
cion; you may hope in Him without dan- 
ger of diſappointment. The friend of God 
has, here, infinitely the advantage of the 
friend of princes. They muſt die and re- 
turn to the duſt, All human friendſhip 
reſts upon precarious and uncertain grounds; 
upon the ſtrength of the virtuous principle, 
upon the ſtability of human attachments, 
upon things out of the power of the moſt 
faithful to command, upon their continued 
ability to help and befriend ; whether that 
ability ariſeth from wiſdom, from ſtrength, 
from 


( 15 ) 
from wealth, or from being within the reach 
of their aid and influence. 

A variety of circumſtances may affect, or 
deſtroy this ability. The beſt men are not 
always ſuperior to caprice, to reſentment, 
or to miſtakes. Their views alter, and 
their purpoſes change. But nothing, like 
this, is to be feared from the Loxp, who 
changeth not. 

This is the conſideration which God con- 
deſcends to employ in the text, to ſupport 
the confidence of the Iſraelites in his good- 
-neſs. He foretells and promiſes events, 
which would be moſt beneficial and happy 


and he invites and encourages the expecta- 


tion of the accompliſhment, by declaring, 
I] am the Lord; I change not.” My com- 
paſſions, my promiſes, are immutable. 
Therefore, he adds, Ye ſons of Jacob 
are not conſumed.” Here is an unfailing 
ground of truſt, rifing ſuperior, as we have 
obſerved, to all human confidence ; and ad- 
miniſtering ſupport and all poſſible ſecurity 
under all the changes which we may expe- 
rience in ourſelves, or in our condition. 


We 
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We may feel ourſelves ſeparated from our 
loving and beloved connexions, or bereaved 
of our friends. To the vigour of youth and 
the ſtrength of manhood, may have follow- 
ed the infirmities and the fears of declining 
years. To good fame and an honourable re- 
putation, may have ſucceeded undeſerved 
obloquy and reproach. In the room of 
flouriſhing and proſperous circumſtances, 
may have come the day of adverſity, and 
the ſtraits of poverty. But ſtill the Lord is 
the ſame : the fame in himſelf and the ſame 
to us : ſupreme in power and wiſdom; the 
fountain of life; our friend and father. 
This reviving thought applies its ſoothing, 
animating conſolations to all circumſtances. 
Vouth, and health, and riches, and friends, 

may fail us, but He hath declared, what 
ſhould adminiſter perpetual, unfailing, com- 
fort, I am the Loxp; 1 change not.“ 

3dly, This truth addreſſeth the wicked 
with awful conſiderations. From whence 
can their hope ariſe? Can they admit any 
ſecret apprehenſions, that time may efface 
the remembrance of their fins ; or, that the 


divine 


1470 

divine abhorrence of them will wear out, 
or that his power to puniſh will be impair- 
ed? In no inſtance can ſuch expectations 
anſwer: for He is the Lox p; He changeth 
not. 

Whether we reflect on the purity of his 
nature, to which iniquity is an abomina- 
tion; or on the righteouſneſs of his govern- 
ment, which will by no means clear the 
guilty; or on the omnipotence which arm- 
eth him with ſtrength to execute judgment; 
what giveth a fad accent to all is, that this 
holy, righteous, and powerful Being conti- 
nueth ever the ſame; will never ceaſe to 
hate iniquity ; will never want power to vi- 
fit it; and that no length of time, no arti- 
fice, no bribe, can change his hatred to- 
wards every unrighteous action, or prevent 
his rendering to unrighteous men according 
to their deeds. This is a folemn and awful 
thought, which may juſtly alarm their 
minds, and fill them with fearful apprehen- 
ions of his judgments, 

The ſcriptures, when men were not pre- 
vailed on by the denunciations of his wrath 
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to forſake their fins, afford many affecting 
inſtances of the unchangeableneſs of his 
;threatemings. Theſe are warning of what 
the impenitent, at the retributions of the 
great day, have to expect from the ever- 
living God. For as his mercy is always 
open to the penitent, ſo from it the im- 
penitent are irreverſibly excluded. 

His law is eternal truth, and his eternal. 
power will ſupport its honour and maintain 
its obligation. His nature is fixed and un- 
alterable: how then is the oppeſition be- 
tween his purity and our finfulneſs, be- 
tween his love of righteouſneſs and our 
guilt to be removed; or the awful conſe- 
quences of it to be prevented? By one me- 
. #hod only is this to be effected; by a change 
in us, a change in our conduct and charac- 

ter; by a trans forming and rene wal of our 
inds to know and do the perfect and ac- 
eptable will of God. It is impoſſible that 
God ſhould change: the ſinner may 
change, and muſt do fo, or periſh r. 


* Dr. Clarke, | + Dr. Clarke. | 
Think 


8 
Think not then of impoſlibilities : conſider 
what may and muſt. be done; and without 


delay, with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs and ear- 


neſtneſs of mind, apply thy thoughts to it, 


and do it. „ % 
Laſtly, Let us carry the truth of the 


text with us through all the revolutions 


of time, and changes of our condition. 
Scarcely a year paſſes away, without pro- 
ducing ſome change in our circulmſtances; 
beſides taking ſomewhat from the length 
of our exiſtence, gradually bringing about 
the periods of life, and haſtening the ap- 
proach. of its laſt hour. Some years, we 
find, big with events and changes; intro- 
ducing, - perhaps, an entire alteration in 
our plan of life, in our place of abode and 
circle of connexions. We can not look. 
forward without expecting new, and pro- 
bably, greater changes than we have yet 
ſeen. 


Time will diſſolve our neareſt connex- 


Ions, break the deareſt ties of life, ſeparate 


us from thoſe whoſe preſence now conſti- 
tutes a principal ingredient in our felicity, 
C 2 impair 
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impair our ſtrength and vigour, and change 
the whole ſcene of things around us. 

If we ſend our thoughts abroad into the 
world, it is not poſſible for eur foreſight to 
anticipate the events, of which time, of 
which a few years, may be productive. 
Our lot has been caſt into an eventful pe- 
riod, At the review of the tranſactions 
that have taken place within our memo- 
ry, and but a few years back, the mind is 
aſtoniſhed. | 

We have ſeen ſeven colonies, dependent 
upon this country, formed into a vaſt em- 
pire, greater in extent than any antient mo- 
narchy, raiſed on a baſis of liberty unequal- 
led by the freeſt ſtates of Greece, and pro- 
miſing an height of glory, of which imagi- 
nation can have but faint conceptions. Aw- 
ful and ſurpriſing are the revolutions, which 
a neighbouring nation has exhibited, The 
fall of greatneſs appals us. The effuſion of 
human blood, by the ſword and by the ſen- 
tence of tribunals, ſhocks all our feelings. 

We are at a loſs to conceive what events 


time, big with the fate of nations, will ſoon 
unfold. 


| C #6. } 
unfold. 'The mind is agitated with expec- 
tations, wath fears, and with hopes. Vaſt 
intereſts, we apprehend, are depending. 
But under all our ſurpriſe at the paſt, the 
tumult of the preſent, and the uncertainty 
of the future moment, religion ſuggeſts a 
ſolid principle to calm our hearts, and to 
comfort them. Revelation repreſents: the 
divine Being declaring, as it were by his 
own mouth, I am the Loxp, I change 
& not.” 8 85 
Unchangeable power and wiſdom, un- 
changeable righteouſneſs and benevolence, 
govern the world. We ſhall not be con- 


ſumed. The iſſue of things will be well; 


will be happy. Human counſels, human 


governments, human affairs, may change; 
but God changeth not. He 1s “ without 


«+ yariation, or ſhadow of turning.” 


As times, and feaſons, and years revolve | 
as empires riſe and fall; as our fortune, and 


condition, and connexions change, look, 


Chriſtians, beyond the fate of ſubverted em- 


pires, of princes dethroned, of human glory 
eclipſed, and the fluctuations of your deareſt 
| C 2 concerns; 
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Ca 
concerns; look up to the unchangeable 
God; to the Being who, amidſt the fluctu- 
ations of human life, and of human power 
and oreatneſs, remaineth the ſame ; ** whoſe 
& counſel ſtandeth for ever, and whoſe 
7 ene is like the ſtrong. moun- 
6 tains.” In this ſentiment there is dig- 
nity. 2 5 the human mind reſteth with 
ſecurity... Here is ground for every good 
hope. Let this principle be, as an anchor 
to the ſoul : and, in the ſtrong conſolations 
it affords, rejoice. 

It i is, you will recollect, an n iuſtance and 
a proof of this truth, that you have receiv- 
„ed a kingdom which cannot be moved ;” 
that you, chriſtians, are heirs of an in- 
fs heritance incorrupiſble and unchange- 
6 able.” This, as the diſciples of Jeſus, 
is the dignity of your, profeſſion and hop. 
Whatever events or changes the paſſing 
year, or enfuing g years, may produce, this 
is your hogpineſi, Ever have recourſe to 


| this expectation, and to the truth on which 


it reſteth. It floweth from the word, and 
the grace, of the immutable God ; ; of the 
; Being 


„ 


( 23 ) 
Being who, in effect, ſaith to us, as he did 
to Iſrael of old, that whatever be the 
changes in the world, in the times, and in 
our connexions, I am the Lok D; I change 


not.“ Amen, 
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SERMON II. 


ISAIAH Iii. 3. 


He is deſpiſed and rejected of men, a man of 
ſorrows and acquainted with grief : and we 


hid, as it were, our faces from him; he 


was deſpiſed and we eſteemed bim not. 


Tux laſt ſufferings of Chriſt are, very 
juſtly, a frequent ſubje& of ſerious medita- 
tion and of pulpit eloquence. But the va- 
rious evils to which he was expoſed through 
his miniſtry, are not ſo cloſely and often 
conſidered as their nature and number de- 
ſerve. It is not uſual to go into the detail, 
or to take a full and connected view of 
them. They are introduced incidentally, 


or touched on in a general manner only. 


I would therefore, now, avowedly, enter 
on the conſideration of the trials, to which 


our 


( 26 ) 

our Lord was expoſed in the daily courſe of 
his preaching and labours, before he was 
apprehended in the garden, conducted to 
the Roman tribunals, and led to the croſs. 
His life was marked with affliction, and 
many were the things he met with to vex 
his righteous mind. 

No words, perhaps, can more pertinent- 
ly, or expreſſively apply to the ill treatment, 
provocations, and dangers, that attended his 
public miniſtry, than the words that I have 
now read. In which the prophet, as if he 
lived in the days of the Meſſiah, and was 
witneſs of the reception which the-Jews 
gave him, and of the afflitions that befell 
him, exclaims, “ He is deſpiſed and re- 
jected of men; a man of ſorrows, and 
„ acquainted with grief; and we hid, as it 
6 Were, our faces from him: He was de- 
s ſpiſed, and we eſteemed him not.” 

This paſſage ſuggeſts the propriety of 
taking a ſurvey of all thoſe circumſtances 
in the public miniſtry of Chriſt, which 
were diſtreſſing to him. They may be 
comprehended under the following heads; 
the poverty and lowneſs of his appearance; 
wes the 


3 


( 27 ) 

the calumnies aud abuſes which were caſt 
upon him; the dangers to which his life 
was expoſed; and the unſucceſsfulneſs of 
his preaching. In each of theſe reſpects, 
* He was a man of forrows and acquainted 
with grief:“ and that miniſtry, which 
was a ſeries of the moſt important fervices 
to mankind, was a ſcene of ſevere trials to 
himſelf. It was not lefs diſtinguiſhed by 
the ſufferings He endured, than it was by 
the inſtructions He delivered, and the deeds 
He performed, | 
Firſt, His poverty and low. condition i in 
life expoſed Him to ſufferings. Though 
the mother of Jeſus was of the royal houſe 
of David, her family was reduced to a low 
ſtate. . His father was a carpenter, a me- 
chanical employment held in no high repu- 
tation. His early life was ſpent in obſcu- 
rity, and paſſed in a place, Nazareth, which 
was held in contempt. His youth, inſtead 
of being given to the ſtudies, of a liberal 
education, was ſpent. in the difficulties of 
poverty, and bis hands employed in the 
works of it; for he was brought up to the 
laborious trade of his father. Under theſe 

diladvautages 


( 28 ) 

diſadvantages did He enter upon his miniſ- 
try ; and appeared, in public life, as a perſon 
of ignoble birth, education, and connexions. 
It was of the leaſt conſideration, that He 
was precluded from the enjoyment of ma- 
ny of the comforts and conveniences of 
life; that no luxuries covered his table; 
that no pomp of retinue attracted notice; 
that no patronage of the great recommend- 
ed Him to the attention of the people. 
The mean circumſtances of his birth and 
family were, though unjuſtly, a great diſ- 
credit to Him: and the evils of poverty ap- 
peared to have been felt by Him through 
the whole of his miniſtry, Not the excel- 
lence of his doctrine, nor the greatneſs of 
his miracles, were a ſufficient counterba- 
lance to the lowneſs of his condition and 
deſcent. They who attached themſelves 
to Him, were perſons of no rank ; none of 
the rulers believed on Him ; but illiterate 
fiſhermen only followed Him. He owed 
much to the kindneſs of others: and, while 
He went about doing good, had not a place 
where to lay his head. All theſe eireum- 
ſtances, not only left Him deſtitute of the 
comfort, 


( 29 ) 


comfort, reſpe& and eaſe, which rank and 


affluence afford; but expoſed Him to ſcorn 


and neglect. 

The rich man hath many friends, while 
a poor man, though wiſe, is not remem- 
bered or regarded ; but is hated and re- 
proached by his neighbours. - This: Jefus 
felt to be his caſe. It was ſcornfully ob- 
jected to Him, that no prophet could come 
out of Galilee. It appeared ſufficient to 
diſcredit all He ſaid and did, to aſk, | ** Is 


* not this Joſeph's ſon? Is not this the 


« carpenter? How knoweth this man let= 
« ters, having never learned?“ Our divine 
Maſter was ſo ſenſible of the contempt 
thrown upon Him, on account of his condi- 
tion and deſcent;. that He. applied to his 
own caſe this proverb; A prophet is not 
„ without honour, but in his own country, 
* and amongſt his own kin, and in his own 
„ houſe,” It is an affecting and ſtriking 
proof of the prejudice which, on this 
ground, laid againſt Jeſus, that not the un- 
thinking multitude only were offended with 
him on account of his connexions and condi- 
tion, but even a perſon of Nathanael's in- 

genuous 
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6399 
genudus mind and excellent character re- 
volted at the idea of his deſcent and place 
of reſidence. For when he was informed 
of his name and claims, he replied, Can 
« there any good thing come * of Na- 
r | 
It muſt ſurely have been a ny to the 
meek and humble Jeſus to find, that cir- 
cumſtances of birth, family, and condition, 
ſo perfectly innocent, nay, indifferent in 
themſelves, ſo compatible with excellence 
of character and powers of genius, ſo abun- 
dantly compenſated by the truths-he taught 
and the works he did, ſhould, nevertheleſs, 
form ſo powerful and univerſal prejudices 
againſt him, that they ſhould warp ſo ho- 
neſt a heart as that of Nathanael, and ſhould 
prevent the reception and obſtruct the in- 
fluence of his heavenly doctrine and miſ- 
fion. | __ rin 
Where there is a juſt diſcernment of 
things, it tends to provoke indignation, to 
ſee men led away by ſuch prejudices ; to a 
generous mind it is painful. Another trial 
to which our Lord was expoſed during his 
miniſtry, was, 
| Secondly, 


639 

Secondly, That of abuſe aud calumny. 
His words and actious were miſrepreſented; 
his character was vilified; and his moſt con- 
vincing works accounted for in a manner 
not only abſurd, but malignant. It was 
one inſtance of the rudeneſs and contempt 
with which He was treated, that ridicule 
was employed againſt Him. When He was 
delivering ſome of the moſt important max- 
ims, and ſolemnly warning his hearers of 
the impoſſibility of ſerving God and mam- 
mon, the Phariſees, who were covetous, 
* derided Him *.“ When, at the requeſt 
of Jairus, He entered the chamber where 
his daughter laid dead, with an evident in- 
_ tention to perform a great miracle, by re- 
covering her-to life, on his ſaying to the 
minſtrels and the people who were exhi- 
biting all the parade and ceremony of grief, 
Give place, for the maid is not dead, but 
% fleepeth;” we are told, that they laughed 
„Him to ſcorn;“ and, through their ig- 
norance or wilful miſconception of his 
meaning, inſulted Him. 


Luke xvi. 14. + Mark ix. 24. 
His 


(202 

His words were frequently miſconſtrued, 
and his deſigns miſrepreſented. If, with 
the moſt benevolent intention, and to ful- 
fil the purpoſes of his miſſion, he admitted 
the attendance of publicans and ſinners, and 
diſcourſed with them, the phariſees and 
ſcribes took umbrage at his conduct, and 
murmured, ſaying, ** This man receiveth 
e ſinners and eateth with them :”” more 
than intimating, that he could not be a 
good man; not conſidering that the ten- 
dency of his converſe with them was their 
ſpiritual benefit, and that a prophet muſt 
addreſs himſelf to thoſe whom he wiſhed 
to bring to repentance. 

One phariſee, who had invited Tries to 
his houſe, haſtily and ungenerouſly con- 
cluded, that He was not a prophet, and 
had not a knowledge of the characters of 
men, becauſe He admitted a woman who 
was a ſinner, or of bad fame, to waſh his 
feet with her tears, and to wipe them with 
her hair, 

Becauſe He did not affect any auſterity 
of manners, nor ſhun the ſociety and in- 
tercourſes of mankind, but went into com- 


pany, 


(,33 ) 

pany, and was a party at entertainments, 
his enemies cried out, “ Behold, a glut- 
„ tonous man and a wine-bibber, a friend 
of publicans and ſinners.” 
Nay, ſo perverſe a temper was ſhewn 
towards Him, that it was not ſoftened by | 
the moſt benevolent, nor awed by the moſt 
powerful actions of his miniſtry. If He 
healed the ſick of their infirmities, and for- 
gave their ſins, He was pronounced to be a 
blaſphemer and au incroacher upon the pre- 
rogative of God. If He reſtored a withered 
hand, or gave ſight to a man born blind, 
becauſe theſe” mifacles were done on the 
ſabbath-day, inſtead of owning with reve- 
rence the divine powers which He diſplayed, 
theſe very perſons, who would themſelves 
have. taken a ſheep out of the pit on that 
day, watched Him with a malignant inten- 
tion, accuſed Him of profaning the ſab- 

bath, and condemned Him as a ſinner. 
Could a more malevolent conſtruction be 
put on his great and beneficent deeds, ex- 
cept it was. this, that not being able to de- 
ny the reality of his mighty works, they 
charged him with acting in connexion with 
D ty {ome 
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ſome inviſible evil powers. The phariſces 


ſaid, He caſteth out devils through the 
prince of the devils.” What name of 
reproach, what odious title was there, which 
they did not caſt upon Him? He was 
branded with being a Sarmqritan, having a 
devil, and being a deceiver of the people; 
and this, though when challenged to it, 
they could not convict Him of any fin. 

Theſe calumnies were evidently intend- 
ect to undermine his influence with the 
people, and to prevent the reception of his 
doctrine; that influence which was wholy 
devoted to the benefit of the people; and 
that doctrine, in which they could not de- 
tect either falſehood, or error, or weakneſs. 
Vet they perſiſted to bring forward their 
calumny in different forms, and to repeat 
it when, by calm remonſtrance and cloſe 
appeals to themſelves, it had been refuted. 
This was trying to the meekneſs of Jeſus. 


It touched his reputation, and ſhewed the 


malevolence and obſtinacy of thoſe from 
whom it proceeded. But not in his charac- 
ter only was our Lord attacked, I obſerve, 
Thirdly, That his life was, in various 
ways 

3 


Fj 


1 

ways beſet. Snares were laid for Him by 
inſidious queſtions ; and it was attacked by 
acts of violence. | 

The inſidious queſtions were propoſed to 
Him under the maſk of reſpect to his au- 
thority and deference to his wiſdom; but 
with a real deſign to obtain ſuch deciſions 
as might furniſh the charge of a capital 
crime. The malice of his enemies was, 
with this view, ever on the watch to take 


advantage of Him ; and was always diſ- 


poſed to lay hold of the moſt benevolent 
acts of his miniſtry, to turn them againſt 
Him. The inſtances of this are various. 
When, on entering into the ſynagogue 
on the ſabbath-day, He met with a man, 


who had a withered hand, apprehending 


that his compaſſion and power would be 
exerciſed to remove the man's affliction, 
the phariſees aſk Him, that they might 


_ accuſe Him of breaking Moſes'“ law, Is 


* it law ful to heal on the ſabbath- day? At 
another time they brought to Him a wo— 
man taken in adultery, referring it to Him, 
what puniſhment ſhould be inflicted upon 
her, quoting to Him the ſentence of the 
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( 36 ) 
law of Moſes ; that if He concurred in it, 


they might accuſe Him of interfering with 
the authority of the Roman governor, 


who only had the power of life and death 


over the Jews; or if He pronounced ano- 
ther ſentence, they might charge Him 
with determining nt the deciſion of 
the law. A teacher of the law, to try his 

wiſdom, aſks Him, ** What ſhall I do to | 
inherit eternal life?” A reply was 
expected derogating from the excellence of 
the law, and expoſing our Lord to cenſure 
and danger on that account “.“ At the 
feaſt of Dedication, the Jews collected 
around Him, and as if they were diſpoſed 
to acknowledge his character, if He would 
explicitly avow it; they faid unto Him, 
if Thou be the Chriſt, tell us plainly.” 
Yet, under theſe appearances of being truly 
defirous of ſatisfaction on this head, it is 
plain they had a bad intention; for, on his 
indirectly declaring his Meſſiahſhip by ap- 
pealing to his miracles, and calling God his 
Father, they took up ſtones to ſtone Him. 


20 Biſhop Newcome. 
The 


1 
The wiſdom with which He guarded the 
profeſſion of the truth, did not preſerve 
Him from their rage. 

If they aſk his opinion on the lawfulneſs 
of divorces, it was to tempt Him; to ſee 
whether He would oppole the authority or 
ſuperſede the deciſions of Moſes. If they 
conſult Him on the caſe of paying tribute 
to a heathen magiſtrate, it is to entangle 
Him, under the ſhew of confidence in his 
integrity and impartiality ; that, if He de- 
termine againft the payment of tribute, 
they might accuſe Him of {edition ; if his 
opinion were for it, they might charge Him 
with betraying the rights of the people. 
In ſome inftances, as in the queſtions con- 
cerning the reſurrection propoſed by the 
Sadducees, with reference to the man who 
had ſeven wives, and in that of the lawyer, 
which was the great commandment, there 
doth not ſeem to have been any direct de- 
ſign againſt his life; yet there was an evi- 
dent intention to confound and perplex 
Him; an intention to obtain ſome ground, 
on which to impeach his wiſdom and un- 


germine his authority. 
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To Him, who ſaw their wickedneſs 
and penetrated into their defign, theſe in- 
ſidious queſtions, theſe captious diſpoſitions 
muſt have been a great trial. The eyes of his 
enemies were ever upon Him, watching, He 
Perceived, for his falling. And, when they 
accoſt Him, with apparent reyerence and 
ſubmi ion, as an infallible oracle ,of truth 
and wiſdom, it was to enfnare Him, 1 in ſome 
in others, to the dangers of his life. Our 
Lord Was, thus, perpetually thrown intg 
the moſt trying. ſituations ; living a pub- 
lic life in the midſt of perſons raking all ad- 
vantages to entrap, him ;' and endeavouring 
to ab from Him, in the hearing of thoſe 
that followed him, by Wl eddy ſudden, 
and difficult queſtions, anſwers that might 
betray defects of wiſdom or goodneſs, or 
furniſh the moſt ſerious charges againſt 


Him. 


They "were not always content with act. 
ing in. this artful, covert manner. Their 
00 MIDI at times, broke through all 
reſtraints, and vented itſelf in rage — vio- 
lence. On ſome occaſions, as when He 


healed 


"— 
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healed a man on the ſabbath- day, they 
ere filled with madneſs, and communed 
„with one another what they might do to 
« Jeſus.“ Once and again they ſought to 
kill Him, before his hour was come; and 
officers from the chief prieſts and phariſees 
were ſent to apprehend him. At one time 
they actually took up ſtones to ſtone Him. 
At length their counſels were fo deeply laid, 
and fo determinately directed to put him to 


death, that ** Jeſus walked no more openly 


„ amongſt the Jews.” The danger which 
threatened Him from this fixed ſcheme, 
aroſe from the envy and jealouſy which the 
great miracle of raiſing Lazarus from the 
dead, excited in the breaſts of the chief 
prieſts and phariſees. Pride, in a word, 
deſpiſed Him; malevolence not only re- 
jected Him, but laid ſnares for Him, In 
every part of his miniſtry, He was the 
man of forrows, acquainted with grief,“ 
expoſed to oppoſition and danger. This 
treatment was naturally connected with 

another ſource of trial, namely, 
Laſtly, The inefficacy and unſucceſſ- 
fulneſs of his miniſtry. Diſappointment 
D 4 in 
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( 49 ) 
in the proſecution of a fayourite ſcheme is 
no ſmall trial. The importance of the de- 
ſign, and the labour beſtowed upon it, 
heighten the trial. An object of greater 
moment could not occupy the mind, or call 
forth the exertions of any one, than that 
to which the miniſtry of Chriſt was de- 
voted. It comprehended in it the ſalvation 
of the human race; and, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, that of Iſrael, to whom He was im- 
mediately ſent. Vet Jeſus, engaged in this 
moſt benevolent office, was not ſucceſsful. 
He was deſpiſed by thoſe to whom He 
preached, and rejected by thoſe-whom He 
came to ſave, q : 
Prophecy anticipated the inefficacy of 
his preaching, and repreſented him pre- 
dicting and lamenting it, * Then I faid, I 
„have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my 
& ſtrength for nought and in vain.” The 


text follows an exclamation of wonder and 


grief at the proſpect of the reception which 
the doctrine of the Meſſiah would meet 
with; Who hath believed our report? 
* To whom, hath the arm of the Lord 
been reycaled ?” The text itſelf is a 
prediction 


Ly * 


( 41 ) 
prediction of the diſregard and contempt 
which would be ſhewa to this great * 
er of righteouſneſs, 

We read the hiſtory of his miniſtry, and 
ſee the prediction fulfilled. For, though 
He had his followers; though multitudes 
hang on his lips, liſtening to his doctrine, 
and with aſtoniſhment beheld his miracles, 
yet the number of real converts was com- 
paratively ſmall ;;and many were the awful 
inſtances in which men reſiſted his words. 
The many particulars of contempt, abuſe, 
and ill treatment, which was his lot, that 
have been now laid before you, are proofs of 


the inefficacy of his preaching. 


„He came to his own, an his own re- 
„ ceived Him not.” With what tender- 


' neſs and pathos doth He lament the rejec- 


tion of his doctrine, when, at the cloſe of 
his miniſtry, coming near the city Jeruſa- 


lem, and weeping over it, He ſaid, O je- 


„ ruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the 


* prophets and ſtoneſt them that are ſent 


„ unto thee, how often would I have ga- 
& thered thy children together, even as a 
„hen gathereth her chickens under her 

wings, 
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$ wings, and you would not. If thou 
5+ hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt, in this 
thy day, the the things which belong to 
thy peace; but now, they are hid from 
* thine eyes.“ In fimilar ſtrains He la- 
mented over the impenitence and doom of 
Choraſin, Bethfaida, and Capernaum, where 
many of his mighty works were done; to 
whom, in particular, many of his Oy 
diſcourſes were addreſſed. 

Nay, ſo far was his heavenly FOR 
fen leaving ſuitable impreſſions on the 
minds of thoſe who heard it; ſo far were 
his miracles from always carrying convic- 
tion, the Hiſtorian relates, that his own fa- 
mily did not give Him a reception: For 
$* neither did his brethren believe in Him.“ 
We read this with aſtoniſhment. It muſt 
have affected the mind of Jeſus with grief. 

It was alſo a lamentable proof of the 
violence of the prejudices, which defeated 
his labours, that many” of thoſe who 
firſt embraced his doctrine, finding that they 
were not to expect the gratification of their 
worldly views, went back and walked no 
it more with Him,” 
| Thoſe 


( 43) 


Thoſe who were convinced of the divi- 
nity of his miſſion, and were diſpoſed to 
favour his claims, had not always the reſo- 

. . — 
lution and conſiſtency to ayow their faith 
in Him. Nicodemus came to Him by night 
only. And, when “among the chief rulers, 
+ many believed on Him; becauſe of the 
*« phariſees they did not confeſs Him, leſt 
they ſhould be put out of the ſynagogue: 
*« for they loved the praiſe of men more than 
+ the praiſe of God.“ Neither the example 
of fortitude, truth, and zeal, which He diſ- 
played before them, was ſufficient to rouſe 
their emulation; nor the ſublimity of his 
doctrine and promiſes had ſufficient efficacy 
to inſpire them with reſolution, or to form 
them to ſelf-denial. They admitted the 
divinity of his docttine, but did not yield 
to its energy. 12 

To the mind of Jeſus how painful muſt 
it have 'been to obſerve, how the fear of 
man and the love of the world, prevailed 
over better principles, and bore down their 
convictions. By every inſtance ot the in- 
efficacy of his miniſtry, his 1oul muſt have 


been 


644) 
been affected. His benevolence was wound- 
ed; his piety wept. 

In eſtimating the effect, which all theſe 
trials muſt have had upon the mind of the 
holy Jeſus, it is an obvious reflection, that 
the ſenſibility and generoſity of temper 
which He manifeſted, muſt have height- 
ened them. He loved mankind. He 
ſought their ſalvation, And his miniſtry 
was made up of the moſt beneficent ſer- 
vices to their bodies, while it was princi- 
pally conſecrated to their ſpiritual and eter- 
nal happineſs. His parables and inſtruc- 
tions, and his conduct, on various occaſions, 
were full of overflowing tenderneſs and 
humanity. Every abuſe, every inſult, 
every ungenerous attempt upon his life, 
every inſtance of unſucceſsfulneſs, would 
be doubly afflicting to an heart ſo formed 
and moulded, as was that of the beneva- 
lent, compaſſionate Jeſus, May we not 
conceive, Chriſtians, what He felt, when 
He remonſtrated with the Jews, Many 
good works have I ſhewed you from my 
Father; for which of theſe good works 
do you ſtone me:?“ | 

Yet, 


( 45 ) 


Yet, deeply ſenſibly as He felt his trials, 
with what compoſure, with what temper, 
did he ſupport them. He was oppreſſed; 
He was afflicted ; yet He opened not his 
mouth,“ in the way of invective or an- 
ger. On the moſt trying occaſions, He 
ſhewed ſuch wiſdom and ſedateneſs, that 
his enemies were aſhamed, amazed, and 
ſilenced. What contradiction of finners 
He endured! What greatneſs of mind He 
diſplayed! Whatever was done to depreſs 
and diſgrace Him, it met with ſuch ſenti- 
ments and diſpoſitions in Him, that his 
character was thereby exalted, 

Thus a ſurvey of our Lord's trials, when 
„He was deſpiſed and rejected of men;“ 
the detail of the ſorrows and griefs with 
which He was acquainted, becomes an uſe- 
ful and edifying ſubject of meditation. The 
narrative is affecting, but it is alſo inſtruc- 
tive. We admire the deportment of our 
divine Maſter, who, under all ſit uations, is 
the ſame meek and humble Jeſus, © going 
about to do good.“ Learn we not hence 
to expect and to meet the like trials. The 


diſciple,“ 
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( 46 .) 
« diſciple,” as He has warned us particu- 
larly with reference to the calumny and 
abuſe caſt upon his name, is not above 


„ the Maſter. If men have called the maſ- 


e ter of the houſe Beelzebub, may we not 
count upon it, that ſo they will call 
„ thoſe of his houſehold?“ 

Ves. Men have acted upon this plan. 
The beſt and worthieſt characters, thoſe 
who have been an honour and bleſſing to 
the places, in which they lived, have not 
only been unſucceſsful, as was Jeſus, in 
their moſt benevolent exertions, but have 


had their good deeds repayed with ungene- 


rous and malignant treatment; their actions 
have been miſrepreſented; a falſe conſtruc- 
tion has been put on their conduct; calum- 
nies have been circulated againſt them; ob- 
loquy and an odium have been induſtriouſly 
heaped upon them ; and, in their intereſts 
and reputation, they have been deeply 
wounded. Theſe trials have, and do, await 
diſtinguiſhed characters. Thus the world 
repays thoſe who would enlighten and re- 


form it. Thus a wicked generation recom- 
penſed 


( 47 ) 
penfed Jeſus, the holy Son of God, the 
true and faithful witneſs. 

Looking unto Jeſus, the author and 
finiſher of faith, the Captain of our ſalva- 
tion, we become reconciled to bear the 
croſs, which He bore before us. We con- 
template his example; —we admire it; — 
we feel its energy, inſtructing us how to 
act, and elevating us above the injury and 
contempt, which may be our lot from 
men. 


The ſubject addreſſes us, if we have 
fallen “ into evil times and under evil 
** tongues,” with the words of the Apoſ- 
tle, ** Beloved, think it not ſtrange con- 
* cerning the fiery trial, which is to try 
you as though ſome ſtrange thing hap- 
* pened unto you; but rejoice, in as much 
* as you are partakers of Chriſt's ſuffer- 
* ings; that, when his glory ſhall be re- 
„ vealed, you may be glad alſo with ex- 
* ceeding joy.“ 

But, independently, Chriſtians, of any 
particular circumſtances, or any particular 


evils, we may be called to ſuſtain, in the 
cauſe 
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( 48 ) 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, the con- 
templation of the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
and of*his temper and deportment under 
them, 1s always uſeful. We learn from 
it the debt of obligation, the debt of gra- 


titude and love, which we owe to his 


grace and friendſhip, We ſee what He 


endured in fulfilling the miniſtry of our 
reconciliation with God. We learn the 
excellencies which entered into His 
character, and, on all occaſions, diſplayed 
themſelves with beauty and glory. We 
learn the leſſons of humility and meekneſs, 
to be practiſed on the common incidents of 

daily life. | 
In a word, our Lord hath ſet us, un- 
der all circumſtances, a wonderful ex- 
ample. He was ever great and amiable. 
In all his ſufferings, and in all his actions, 
in his miniſtry, and at his death, the ſame; 
a perfect pattern of the perfect inſtruc- 
tions which He delivered. What man- 
ner of perſons ought we, his diſciples, 
to be! What manner of temper ought 
we to preſerve! Oh! that men may 
ſee 


„ 
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ſee his virtues tranſcribed into our tem- 
pers and lives. And, when He ſhall ap- 
pear, having borne his likeneſs, having 
been partakers of his ſufferings now, 
we ſhall appear with Him in glory. 


Amen. | 
= = 


THE END. 
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